


So All Kids Can Play!

If you were involved in sport growing up, there’s a good chance you can’t imagine who you’d be today
without it. In fact, there’s a good chance that even today the smell of a fresh cut field, the sound of a
Zamboni revving, or the squeaking of sneakers on a gymnasium floor can still bring you right back to
that time in your life. Sport is a powerful thing. And it stays with you.

We know there are still many more kids that could benefit from the program, and now more than ever
with the challenging financial times for many Island families. The need is growing.

For many kids, sliding into a pair of cleats or pulling a jersey over their head is something they long
for, but the financial reality of their situations make it impossible.

Instead, they miss out on the tremendous gifts that sport provides; confidence, leadership, resiliency,
a sense of belonging and so much more.

Now more than ever, families need our help. With added financial strain and uncertainty, our
registration numbers continue to rise, and we’re working hard to find the resources to support them.

When we give the gift of sport to a child, we are investing in their future, and ours. We are giving them
hope, experiences and lessons. In return, we see thriving community leaders, citizens and families.

Since 1997, KidSport PEI has distributed over $2.7 million in grants to more than 11,000 Island
children to cover the cost of sport registration fees and/or equipment.

Thank you to everyone who has helped give the gift of sport.
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Who Helps KidSport.

The importance of participation in sport and
being physically active was recognized by
the Province of PEI. Through the Sport,
Recreation and Physical Activity Division of
the Department of Fisheries, Tourism, Sport
and Culture KidSport received crucial funding
to address the growing need.

Our partnerships within the community are
vital for raising funds and promoting the
KidSport program.

Many thanks to everyone who believes in
and supports our mission - that the power of
sport participation promotes the development
of children’s social, mental and physical well
being.

* Province of PEI

* Government of Canada

* Daryl K. Seaman Fund

* Glenn Edison Memorial Golf tournament
+ City of Charlottetown

e The Kane Family

* D.P. Murphy/Smile Cookie Campaign
* Mateo - Lemonade stand

» Dairy Farmers of PEI

» Sekisui Diagnostics

* Red Shores Drive for Charity

¢ Heath MacDonald, MP

* UPEI - Sport Industry Society

» Colonel Gray Leadership Class

* ADL Golden Mile

* Blaze Pizza
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Who KidSport Helpe:

FUNDS »
DISTRIBUTED

NUMBER OF ISLAND
KIDS HELPED

2023

$377,562.03

When my son finally got his fencing gear. It's hard to say who was more excited about it-- me or
him. We were both pumped. Because of your organization, he is also enrolled in Karate. | just
want to say thanks, My son was having a hard time in school being bullied. It was the
confidence that fencing and karate instilled in him that really helped him cope. I'm sure I'm just
one of many people with a story like this, but | really just want to re-emphasize to you all the
difference that you are making in kids' lives. As a single mom with 2 kids, it would have been so
difficult for me to get the gear myself. | am so thankful. What you are doing matters so much.

- a parent



Soccer
29.1%

"Our little hockey player has learned a lot about being part of a team. He
has learned very basic things such as rules to follow, how to be patient, to
be a good sport and to respect the coach, players and teammates. He has
gained a lot of confidence and made new friends and gets lots of exercise.”

- a parent




Our Community Ambassadors

Tracey Gairns-Brioux

Khrista MacSwain- Shayne Connolly
Higginbotham

Our Athlete Ambassadors

Lauren Lenentine Mark Arendz



| was a KidSport Kid campaign

Our thanks goes to Jessica, Saul and Morgan who shared their stories on the impact of KidSport in
their lives.

Wrestling gave me a support system
when | needed it the most.

The sport was a great part of my life

growing up. For 6 years, | competed in 24
tournaments and took home 16 medals and

6 ribbons. Through wrestling, | always had
someone to talk to in my coaches, friends,
teammates, and no matter what they always
took care of me. I'm grateful to Kidsport™ PEI
for giving me the opportunity to play.

/Judo helped me develop \
confidence and leadership skills.

Being involved in a sport growing up helped
me build many crucial skills | would need
throughout my life. Judo gave me
confidence and perseverance, helping me
determine what | wanted to do and set
goals. Without KidSport™ PEI, | may not
have been able to be involved in judo at all
and now | want to be able to give children

the same opportunity that | was given.

\_

Saul Hood, Restaurant Manager
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/Hockey helped me develop into the person | am today. \

Playing hockey was a great part of my childhood and it taught me a lot, from teamwork to
accountability. | fell in love with the sport and now, playing it professionally around the world,
| see how it’'s a great tool to help kids succeed in life. | used the Kidsport™ PEI program
\growing up and it took me where | am now. Why not help another child succeed? /




